Schuylkill River Shad Festival – 2011

Phoenixville / Mont Clare PA 19460
April 30, 2011; rain date May 1, 2011 – 11 AM to 5 PM
Introduction

The river communities of Phoenixville and Mont Clare are joining together to share in the return of the American Shad up the Schuylkill River to the newest Fish Ladder at Black Rock Dam.  The Schuylkill Canal Association, the Phoenixville Green and the Phoenix Iron Canal & Trail Association and other community organizations have come together to organize the event.
The current plan is to have the event explore the flowing water at three locations.  We also hope to launch the Bike Schuylkill at Phoenixville, the free bike share program, on this day and promote visitors to bring their bikes and tour between the three locations described below.
Event Description
1.
Lock 60 - Schuylkill Canal Association (SCA) will host a spring float down the river and back to the Lock 60 on the canal. SCA will coordinate the numerous water sports activities including the LoopFest, fishing derby, boat rentals and demos.  The LoopFest is a guided 5-mile water trail loop paddle.  Two guided paddles will be scheduled. The Locktender’s House will be open and lock openings will be scheduled along with history displays highlighting the navigation system and its impact on the American Shad river population. Space will be made available for food vendors or sell food similar to what has been done in previous years for the Loop Fest.

Contact:
Betsy Daley – 610-917-0021
2.
French Creek, Taylor Alley - The Phoenixville CDC’s Green Team will host community organizations’ informational displays, food vendors, kids moon bounce, face painting, balloons, Historical Society exhibit, music and a Lenni Lenape Indian cultural program, general store and music. Ten free bikes will be available for use from Bike Schuylkill at Phoenixville and a bike tour will be offered to allow all three locations to be visited car-free! 
Contact:
Mark Connolly – 610-763-8227

3.
Schuylkill River Black Rock Dam Fish Ladder and the Black Rock Sanctuary. The Phoenix Iron Canal and Trails Assoc (PICTA) will host tours of the Fish Ladder and coordinate with Chester County Parks an educational tour of the Bird Sanctuary. 

We are reaching out to Exelon to provide access to the Fish Ladder.

Contact
Bill Felton – 610-999-7702
